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Synthetic Cannabinoids versus Natural Marijuana: 
A Comparison of Expectations

An article entitled “Comparison of Outcome Expectancies for Synthetic Cannabinoids and Botanical Marijuana,” from The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, studied the expected outcomes of both synthetic and natural marijuana. 
186 adults who had previously used both synthetic and natural marijuana, as well as 181 who had previously used only botanical marijuana, were surveyed about their expected outcomes of using either type of cannabinoid. The results showed that the expected negative effects were significantly higher for synthetic marijuana than for natural marijuana across both categories of use history. 
Despite the more commonly expected negative effects of synthetic cannabinoids, the most cited reasons for using these compounds were wider availability, avoiding a positive drug test, curiosity, perceived legality, and cost.
Authors concluded, “Given growing public acceptance of recreational and medical marijuana, coupled with negative perceptions and increasing regulation of synthetic cannabinoid compounds, botanical marijuana is likely to remain more available and more popular than synthetic cannabinoids.”
FREE ACCESS: Comparison of Outcome Expectancies for Synthetic Cannabinoids and Botanical Marijuana, 
Kirstin J. Lauritsen and Harold Rosenberg
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.3109/00952990.2015.1135158

About The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
www.tandfonline.com/IADA
The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse is an international journal published six times per year and provides an important and stimulating venue for the exchange of ideas between the researchers working in diverse areas, including public policy, epidemiology, neurobiology, and the treatment of addictive disorders. The journal includes a wide range of translational research, covering preclinical and clinical aspects of the field. The Journal covers these topics with focused data presentations and authoritative reviews of timely developments in our field.  Manuscripts exploring addictions other than substance use disorders are encouraged. Reviews and Perspectives of emerging fields are given priority consideration.

2015 Journal Citation Reports® ranks The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 53rd out of 119 journals in Psychology, Clinical (Social Sciences) and 16th out of 36 journals in Substance Abuse (Social Sciences) with a 2014 Impact Factor of 1.799 and a 5-year Impact Factor of 2.096
© 2015 Thomson Reuters, 2014 Journal Citation Reports®
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About Taylor & Francis Group 
www.tandfonline.com 
Taylor & Francis Group partners with researchers, scholarly societies, universities and libraries worldwide to bring knowledge to life. As one of the world’s leading publishers of scholarly journals, books, ebooks and reference works, our content spans all areas of Humanities, Social Sciences, Behavioral Sciences, Science & Technology, and Medicine. 
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