
Support SB17-17: Medical Marijuana Use for Stress Disorders
Senate Bill 17-17 adds post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and acute stress disorders to the list of 
debilitating medical conditions approved for using medical marijuana.  This legislation comes from the Interim 
Committee on Cost-benefit Analysis of Legalized Marijuana in Colorado.  This legislation will:

 Allow individuals suffering from PTSD to have an honest conversation with their treating physician 
about how use of medical marijuana fits in a comprehensive treatment plan.

 Allow veterans with PTSD to participate in a state-authorized medical marijuana program as required by
the Veterans Administration.

 Allow PTSD sufferers, many who live on military disability benefits and other fixes sources of income, to
pay substantially less for medical marijuana than other marijuana available in the retail market place. 

     Provide for access to medical marijuana strains that are not available in the retail market place.

Additional Background: 

Medical marijuana provides a safer alternative for many patients.  Existing treatments for PTSD, primarily 
pharmacotherapy and psychotherapy, have limitations and do not necessarily result in effective treatment.  
Some patients experience high potential for addiction to opioids and other prescription drugs.  

Colorado is the only state that has denied a request to add PTSD to its list of conditions approved conditions for
use of medical marijuana.  The Board of Medical Examiners, within the Colorado Department of Public Health &
Environment has not added a single medical condition in the 16 since medical marijuana was legalized in the 
Constitution through Amendment 20.  In their decision to deny the petition to add PTSD, they sighted that 
petitions must be accompanied by FDA studies, which are not, and will not be available as long as the Drug 
Enforcement Agency continues to classify marijuana as a Schedule 1 substance.  This standard flies in the face
of the many observational and clinical studies that show therapeutic benefit for the treatment of PTSD and the 
many states across the country that have chosen to allow it as a covered condition.

Addressing potential risks:

While it is important to recognize that medical marijuana treatment is not without some risk, those risks should 
be scientifically based and should be placed in proper perspective by comparing them to the risks associated 
with the use of prescription drugs and prescription drug abuse.   There are very few drugs for treating PTSD 
that would meet the FDA standard set by the Board of Medical Examiners for Cannabis.  A number of other 
prescription drugs are recommended for off-label use
highlighting how not all treatments are not all subject to
the same rigorous process of review and approval that
medical marijuana is held. 

It is time to give Colorado Veterans and others suffering
from acute stress disorders access to medical marijuana.
Our Veterans deserve access to this medicine to treat
the conditions they develop as a result of their service
to our country.  

Please Support SB17-17: Medical
Marijuana Use for Stress Disorders

For questions or additional information on please contact Cindy Sovine-Miller cindy@sovinemiller.com or 720-290-5327

This graph, from the Medical Cannabis Primer, 2014 L. Bultman and K. Kinglsey,
demonstrates marijuana is the least toxic of many other substances readily available

today. 


