
ORDINANCE NO. 2016-0006

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

February 2, 2016

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF TITLE 17 OF THE SACRAMENTO 
CITY CODE RELATING TO CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND DECLARING THE 

ORDINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 
UPON ADOPTION

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:

SECTION 1. 

A. On January 1, 2016, three state bills that established the state Medical Marijuana 
Regulation and Safety Act (AB 243, AB 266, and SB 643) went into effect.  The Act 
provides that if by March 1, 2016 a city does not regulate or prohibit the cultivation of 
marijuana, the State will be the sole licensing authority for medical marijuana cultivation 
applicants in the city.

B. Currently, the City of Sacramento regulates the cultivation of medical marijuana in 
residential zones and on premises used for residential purposes in chapter 8.132 of the 
Sacramento City Code. 

C. It is the purpose and intent of the city council to further satisfy the Medical Marijuana 
Regulation and Safety Act requirement by enacting land use regulations for the 
cultivation of cannabis, which includes marijuana, in agricultural, industrial, and general 
commercial zones in the city.  

D. In addition to the provisions of this ordinance, the cultivation of cannabis must comply 
with all other applicable regulations, including state law and other provisions of the 
Sacramento City Code. It is neither the purpose nor intent of this ordinance to condone 
or legitimize the illegal use or consumption of cannabis under federal, state, or local law.

E. Because of the unusually short timeframe afforded by the State under the Act, and the 
Act’s drastic consequences upon the City’s ability to fully exercise its normal police 
powers, the City Council was not afforded the reasonable and necessary time to 
adequately investigate and discuss whether this policy was appropriate for the City of 
Sacramento and to approve it as a non-emergency ordinance that takes effect before 
the March 1, 2016 deadline.  Cannabis cultivation uses of land have the potential to 
have a significant impact on the public health, safety, and welfare in the surrounding 
areas and the regulation of those uses should be thoughtfully reviewed and considered.
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F. Consequently, this ordinance is enacted as an emergency measure, pursuant to 
subsection (g) of section 32 of the City of Sacramento Charter, to protect the public 
health, safety and welfare, and to meet the March 1, 2016 deadline imposed by the 
State Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act. This ordinance takes effect 
immediately upon adoption.

SECTION 2.

A. The definition of “cannabis cultivation” is added to section 17.108.140 of the 
Sacramento City Code to read as follows:

“Cannabis cultivation” means any activity involving the planting, growing, harvesting, 
drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis. As used in this definition, “cannabis” 
has the same meaning as in section 19300.5 of the California Business and Professions
Code, which includes marijuana as defined in section 11018 of the California Health and 
Safety Code. 

B. Except as specifically amended in section A above, all other provisions of section 
17.108.140 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 3. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.2 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.200.110 (A zone—Permitted uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to add 
a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127

B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section 
17.200.110 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 4. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.3 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.216.710 (C-2 zone—Permitted Uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to 
add a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127
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B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section 
17.216.710 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 5. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.3 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.216.910 (C-4 zone—Permitted uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to 
add a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127

B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section 
17.216.910 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 6. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.3 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.220.110 (M-1 zone—Permitted uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to 
add a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127

B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section
17.220.110 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 7. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.3 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.220.210 (M-1(S) zone—Permitted uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to 
add a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127

B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section 
17.220.210 remain unchanged and in full effect.
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SECTION 8. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.3 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.220.310 (M-2 zone—Permitted uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to 
add a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127

B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section 
17.220.310 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 9. 

A. The table set forth in subsection B.3 (Industrial and Agricultural Uses) of section 
17.220.410 (M-2(S) zone—Permitted uses) of the Sacramento City Code is amended to 
add a row as follows:

Cannabis cultivation Subject to special use regulations 
in section 17.228.127

B. Except as specifically amended in subsection A above, the tables set forth in section 
17.220.410 remain unchanged and in full effect.

SECTION 10. 

Section 17.228.127 is added to the Sacramento City Code to read as follows:

17.228.127 Cannabis cultivation.

A. A conditional use permit is required to establish cannabis cultivation in the A, C-
2, C-4, M-1, M-1(S), M-2, and M-2(S) zones.

B. Cannabis cultivation generally. In any zone, cannabis cultivation must comply 
with the following provisions:

1. Cannabis cultivation must be within a fully enclosed building and must not 
be visible from the public right-of-way.

2. The total canopy size of cannabis growing on one premises must not 
exceed 22,000 square feet. 
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3. Cannabis cultivation must comply with all applicable state and local laws.

SECTION 11.
Prior to the expiration of the moratorium adopted on this date (including any extensions of the 
term), which prohibits cannabis cultivation as specified, the City Council shall determine by 
Ordinance, the following issues: (1) the type of approval (e.g. Planning and Design 
Commission or Zoning Administrator) required to obtain a conditional use permit for cannabis 
cultivation, and (2) the distance from schools and parks, within which cannabis cultivation sites 
cannot be located.  City staff shall conduct outreach to the community and industry 
stakeholders for input regarding the regulations. The ordinance shall be reviewed by the Law 
and Legislation Committee before consideration by the City Council.

SECTION 12.
This ordinance is declared to be an emergency ordinance to take effect immediately upon 
adoption by the City Council pursuant to Sacramento City Charter section 32(g)(2).  The facts 
constituting the emergency are set forth in section 1 of this Ordinance, all of which are 
incorporated into this section.

Adopted by the City of Sacramento City Council on February 2, 2016, by the following vote:

Ayes: Members Ashby, Carr, Guerra, Hansen, Harris, Jennings, Schenirer, and Warren

Noes:  None

Abstain: None 

Absent: Mayor Johnson

Attest:

        
Shirley Concolino, City Clerk

Passed for Publication:  January 19, 2016 
Published:  January 22, 2016
Effective:  February 2, 2016
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Shirley Concolino
Digitally signed by Shirley Concolino 
DN: cn=Shirley Concolino, o=City of Sacramento, ou=City 
Clerk, email=sconcolino@cityofsacramento.org, c=US 
Date: 2016.02.17 09:51:30 -08'00'


