
Remove cannabis from the Controlled Substances Act.
Provide for the re-sentencing of any federal prisoners incarcerated for cannabis offenses and automatically
expunge prior federal cannabis-related convictions.
Incentivize local, state, and tribal authorities to provide similar relief for any past or current cannabis
convictions.
Work with Congress to end the drug war and partner with local and state authorities to enact a safe and
equitable approach to the legal regulation of adult-use cannabis.

Dear President-Elect Biden—

Congratulations on your hard-fought win. My organization represents a diverse array of justice-impacted
Americans and like you—as well as the millions of people who have recently taken to the streets and polls in
pursuit of justice and equality—we are deeply committed to combating the social and racial inequities that
deny the promise of our nation to too many.

To echo a point you’ve made repeatedly, the moment has come to address the systemic racism that pervades
so many of our nation’s institutions. And as the murders that galvanized this moment of national reckoning
sadly illustrate, perhaps nowhere are these injustices more apparent than our country’s current approach to
drug policy.

Exactly fifty years ago, Richard Nixon—then the occupant of the office you will soon hold—formally
declared a ‘War on Drugs’. In the intervening five decades, our nation has relentlessly pursued a drug control
strategy premised on punishment, rather than the public’s health. The evidence is clear—this unduly punitive
crusade has failed to curb problematic drug consumption.

It has, however, succeeded in destroying millions of lives, devastating countless communities, and 
 exacerbating many of the inequities and injustices we're grappling with today. And as you know well, the
burden of this counterproductive campaign has disproportionately fallen on the most vulnerable amongst us.

We’ve appreciated your acknowledgment of past mistakes, and have been heartened to witness your
commitment to repairing the harms of this unjust and ineffective crusade.

If we’re to root out systemic racism from American institutions, it is clear that we must end the drug war and
champion a common-sense, public health-focused approach to drug policy. As you and Vice President-Elect
Harris prepare to take office we implore you to take the following steps in that direction. While this isn't a
comprehensive list, we’re confident these proposals will help your administration achieve your goals of
reducing our prison population, making our communities safer, and eliminating systemic racism from
American society.

We look forward to partnering with you, Vice President-Elect Harris, and the rest of your administration as we
all work to uplift our communities and ensure the American dream is finally made accessible to all.

With gratitude, 

Sarah Gersten
Executive Director and General Counsel
Last Prisoner Project


