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The Canadian government legalized cannabis on October 17, 
2018, via The Cannabis Act; part of which involved granting 
Canadians the right to grow up to four cannabis plants per 
official residence. The provinces of Manitoba and Quebec 
immediately rejected this section of the legislation and 
instead prohibited their provincial citizens from accessing 
that right.  

Quebec overturned their mandate on September 3, 2019, in 
response to protest against the provincial government’s 
decision. The Quebec legislation was found to have re-
criminalized an act which the federal government had chosen 
to permit. 

After Quebec’s appeal process is complete, Manitoba will be 
the only province in Canada where growing four cannabis 
plants for personal use remains illegal - with a fine of $2,542. 
If purchasing legal cannabis in Manitoba via the province’s 
regulated suppliers, the average price ranges from $10-20 per 
gram, the lower end of the spectrum being very low quality 
product. Regular medical and recreational cannabis users 
often consume between 1-3 grams per day, resulting in an 
approximate monthly cost of between $450-900 per month. 
This creates large barriers to accessing cannabis for citizens 
with lower incomes, and drives some Manitoban cannabis 
consumers to the illicit black market, often purchased online, 
where cannabis is regularly sold for as little as $4-5 per gram. 

If Manitobans were permitted to cultivate four cannabis 
plants outdoors during the growing season at their own 
residence, the average cost would amount to approximately 
$200 in supplies for the entire season. An average, four plant 
outdoor cannabis harvest can yield a potential 400 grams, 
saving regular medical and recreational cannabis users 
thousands of dollars per year.  

Home cultivation of cannabis will remain illegal in Manitoba 
unless individuals are in possession of a complicated time-
consuming and costly Health Canada Production of Cannabis 
for Own Medical Purposes license, or until legislation 
changes. Unfortunately, the Manitoba government is the only 
provincial and territorial government that upholds a decision 
to support and enforce a ban, citing reasons such as 
protection and safety of youth, prevention of black market 
diversion, and a concern that four plants - whether indoors or 
outdoors - could potentially devalue real estate.   

Manitoba is the Only Canadian Province 
that Restricts Citizens from Accessing 
Affordable Cannabis 

“As a result of the province’s isolated legislation, 
the Manitoba government’s decision is causing 
their citizens undue hardship. It is disadvantaging 
them from accessing the same rights as Canadian 
citizens outside of the province and is preventing 
Manitobans from easily accessing affordable 
cannabis.” (Jesse Lavoie, 2020) 
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In response to Manitoba’s unjust legislation, on August 26, 2020, in 
association with his legal counsel, Mr. Jesse Lavoie has formed the 
TobaGrown project, and issued the Manitoba government a Notice of 
Application. This is an order pursuant to s. 52(1) of the Constitution Act, 
1982, severing and striking down section 101.15 of The Liquor, Gaming, 
and Cannabis Control Act (LGCCA). The filing declares that section 
101.15 is inconsistent with the Constitution of Canada and that the 
government of Manitoba lacks the jurisdiction and constitutional 
authority to enforce this legislation. 

In other words, he is challenging the Manitoba government to 
overturn their decision and join the rest of Canada in adopting the 
Canadian government’s Cannabis Act residential cannabis cultivation 
framework of allowing four cannabis plants per official residence.  

Mr. Lavoie is demanding that the government take action and facilitate 
equality for their provincial citizens, providing a legal way to easily 
access affordable cannabis, and granting Manitobans the same legal 
rights and freedoms as the rest of Canadians.  

Cannabis Advocate 
Challenges Manitoba 
Government in Court to 
Grant Citizens Equality 

From a Career in Law 
Enforcement to Advocate and 
Cannabis Industry Professional 

28-year-old Mr. Jesse Lavoie was born and raised in 
Manitoba. He dreamed of becoming a Winnipeg Police 
Officer, and attended the University of Manitoba for 
Criminal Justice. In 2012 he joined the Canadian Army 
Reserves as an Armoured Reconnaissance Officer, and 
from there he became a Manitoba Correctional Officer 
at the Winnipeg Remand Center.  

During his time as a Correctional Officer, Mr. Lavoie was 
involved in an incident that involved subduing a violent 
offender, which unfortunately resulted in a loss of life. 
Despite the fact that Mr. Lavoie responded in full 
accordance with protocol, he was injured both 
physically and psychologically, suffering from Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) following the tragic 
accident. 

In recovering from the incident, Mr. Lavoie found great 
relief in the utilization of legal medical cannabis to treat 
his PTSD symptoms. Desiring a career change, his 
newfound passion for increasing access to cannabis as 
medicine led him to connect with Namaste Technology, 
where he successfully campaigned for a job, winning 
roles as International Business Development Manager 
and Clinic Operations Manager.  

In 2019,  Mr. Lavoie was recruited by Canopy Growth as 
the North American Key Account Manager for Storz and 
Bickel (a vaporizer manufacturer acquired by Canopy), 
and was quickly promoted to a key distribution 
management position, representing Martha Stewart’s 
CBD products, among others.  
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On September 28, 2020, Mr. Lavoie and his counsel attended a court appearance hearing to begin the process to sever and strike 
down Manitoba’s section 101.15 of the LGCCA, allowing Manitobans the right to grow up to four cannabis plants per official 
residence as per the federally regulated Cannabis Act. The Court has accepted this notice, and corresponding legal proceeding 
dates for October 2020 to January 2021 have been set as indicated below. Mr. Lavoie will be further informed of specific deadlines 
in accordance with the progression of the matter.  

Paired with the public’s support, his passion for the benefits of medical cannabis, and the drive for constitutional rights and 
equality, Mr. Lavoie has founded the TobaGrown project and is in need of funds to support the legal battle ahead. He is raising 
money via GoFundMe and is leading the fight to bring change and win Manitobans the right to join the rest of Canada in 
achieving affordable access to cannabis.  

Hearing Date and Next Steps for 
the TobaGrown Project 

Recreational and 
home-grown cannabis 

legalized via The 
Cannabis Act 

2018, OCTOBER 
Manitoba and 

Quebec ban home 
grown cannabis 

2018, OCTOBER 
Quebec overturns 

ban, deemed 
unconstitutional 

2019, SEPTEMBER 
Cannabis edibles and 

topicals legalized 

2019, OCTOBER 
Lavoie v. Manitoba 

Notice of Application, 
legal proceedings 

commence 

2020, AUGUST 

? 
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2020/10/26: Applicant affidavits due 
2020/11/26: Respondent affidavits due 

2021/01/15: Cross-examinations due 
 

OCT. 2020/JAN. 2021 



1.204.891.5901 

MEDIA + GENERAL INQUIRIES:  

Help Win Manitobans the Right to 
Join Canada in Achieving Affordable 
Access to Cannabis 
Together we can do it, but we need your help. Contact us below, or visit our 
GoFundMe page to join the TobaGrown project and donate now.  

jesse@tobagrown.ca 

CLICK BELOW TO DONATE NOW:  

www.tobagrown.ca 
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https://tobagrown.ca/
http://www.tobagrown.ca/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/constitutional-challenge-mb-home-grown-cannabis

