July 30, 2024
Dear Mr. Speaker,

The Joint Committee on Cannabis Policy recognizes the need for clarity in structure and
accountability at the Cannabis Control Commission (CCC). This recognition is informed by
observation of the CCC’s function, testimony at committee hearings, and input from industry
stakeholders. The Committee foresees a legislative path forward addressing the sources of
concerns about the CCC’s administrative function.

This path will include revisiting some provisions of the CCC’s enabling statute. Of chief concern
to the Committee are the matters of (1) responsibility for agency operations and (2) proper
channels of accountability within the agency structure.

The Committee wishes to revisit the following statutory sections:

e “The chair shall have and exercise supervision and control over all the affairs of the
commission.” Chapter 10 section 76 (h).

e “The executive director... shall be the executive and administrative head of the
commission and shall be responsible for administering and enforcing the law relative to
the commission and to each administrative unit thereof.” Chapter 10 section 76 (j).

e The definition and use of the term “commission” throughout Chapter 10 section 76 and
Chapter 94G section 4.

Further, the Committee has identified broader opportunities for reconsideration, including
appointment and removal powers, as well as the structural model of the agency itself.

The Committee will hold hearings in the fall to further gather input on how to ensure that the
CCC carries out its mission of safely, equitably, and effectively implementing and administering
the laws enabling access to medical and adult-use cannabis in the Commonwealth.

Best regards,
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Representative Daniel M. Donahue
Chairman, Joint Committee on Cannabis Policy
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